
Join the Fall 2024 Advisory Board Meeting

Greetings, 
 
We invite all students interested in learning more about the Student Investment
Fund (SIF) to join us! During this session, you'll have the opportunity to learn
about the fund and listen to our student investment recommendations for the
semester.

The meeting will take place on Wednesday, December 4, from 11 AM-1 PM in
VBT 126. No need to RSVP if attending in person, but if you plan to join remotely
via Zoom, please contact me. 

Best regards,
Professor Brian Du

History of the Student Investment Fund

Cal State East Bay's Student Investment Fund was established in May 2022
through the generous contributions of $277,000 from alumni Mike Coke,
Michael Dance, and Ken Pereira. Mike Coke, President and co-founder of
Terreno Realty Corp., credits part of his post-graduation success to the skills
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and knowledge acquired during his undergraduate experience at our university.

The Student Investment Fund serves a dual purpose. First, it enriches student
education by providing hands-on experience in financial decision-making and
teaches critical aspects of investment analysis and portfolio management.
Second, it instills the value of philanthropy and the importance of giving back
by sharing success. Each year, 5% of the fund’s net assets are distributed
back to students in the form of scholarships.

SIF Advisory Board Members

We welcome our newest Board member – Professor Tina Lang!

Dr. Ching-Lih Jan- Professor of Accounting
Dr. Eric Fricke- Professor of Finance
Dr. Scott Fung- Professor of Finance
Dr. Sinan Goktan- Professor of Finance
Dr. Tina Lang- Assistant Professor of Accounting
Mr. Mike Coke- President and CEO of Terreno Realty; donor
Mr. Ken Pereira- Retired CFO of SteelRiver Infrastructure Partners; donor
Mr. Louie Navellier- Chairman and Founder of Navellier & Associates; donor

Current SIF Portfolio



Student Recommendations for Fall 2024

Buy Recommendations:
NVIDIA Corp (NVDA)
Meta Platforms Inc (META)
Costco Wholesale Corp (COST)
United Therapeutics Corp (UTHR)
Lantheus Holdings Inc (LNTH)
Mastercard Inc (MA)
Axon Enterprise Inc (AXON)

Sell Recommendations:
Vertex Pharmaceuticals Inc (VRTX)
3M Company (MMM)

SIF Performance

The total value of the SIF portfolio (as of October 31, 2024) is $552,544. Total
contributions are $408,470 and total investment earnings are $144,074. Since
inception in May of 2022, the portfolio has returned 38.10% with monthly volatility
of 4.69%. For comparison, the S&P 500 has returned 38.10% with a monthly
volatility of 4.79% over the same time period.



Louie Navellier's Incredible Generosity

We would like to express our sincere gratitude to Mr. Louie Navellier for his
exceptional contributions to our Student Investment Fund (SIF) program. For
three consecutive semesters, Mr. Navellier has generously shared his
industry expertise through guest lectures, offering our students a unique



opportunity to learn from a seasoned professional. His engaging and
insightful sessions have significantly enriched the learning experience, and we
are deeply thankful for his ongoing commitment.

In addition to his valuable lectures, Mr. Navellier has also pledged a generous
$20,000 annually to support the data needs of the program, further
strengthening the resources available to our students. His dedication to both
education and the future of our students is truly inspiring, and we look forward
to continuing this collaboration in the years to come.

Inside the Fund: Hear from Current
Students

One of my favorite lessons from the class is "never to hold onto a bad
investment." I've always assumed that if a stock isn't performing well, it's fine to
retain it in the portfolio since it will grow later; however, during the lecture,
Professor Du mentioned, "Why hold onto something that isn't generating a
return?" That was a harsh reality. Another thing that I most enjoy is how this class
showed me the significance of research in the stock market and the broader world
because not doing thorough research can lead to irrational investments. I also
liked the class pace and discipline; it's not a regular class where we can show up
whenever we want; we have to show up and do the work, just like an 8-to-5 job. I
am thrilled I took the class; it has made me like finance even more. 
- Bisola Akanji

My experience in Professor Brian Du’s investment class has been anything but
ordinary. Each session feels dynamic and engaging, with new concepts that
make the time fly by as if it were only 20 minutes. I’ve had the opportunity to
dive into linking metrics, using the Z-score, and applying these techniques in
Excel, which has really helped bring data to life in a practical way. Learning about
the S&P 500 and analyzing its components has given me a much deeper
understanding of the market, and I’m consistently discovering new aspects of
investing and finance that I hadn’t encountered before. Professor Du’s passion for
the subject is contagious, and his teaching style makes complex topics feel
accessible and exciting.
- Gina Diaz Mota

The Student Investment Fund, is an enthralling course that is worth the effort.
We learn how to properly analyze stocks and build an investment portfolio
through hands on experience. Applying what we are taught throughout our time
as students in the College of Business and giving it real world application.
Learning how to navigate Microsoft Excel during the process as well as, how to
properly analyze and create analyst reports for stocks and companies.

The class also comes with a sense of self fulfillment and pride. Each student
spends the semester working on analyzing a sector within the market. Which then
boils into choosing a stock from a single industry in said sector to try and add to
our school's portfolio. Said addition making an actual impact on our campus as
5% of the returns from the portfolio are used to fund student scholarships.
Allowing us to give back to our school, and promote a sense of community. 
- Vansh Dua

I obtained practical financial experience in the Student Investment Fund (SIF)
program that went well beyond conventional academics. I gained knowledge on
how to evaluate business fundamentals, analyze market trends, and make
strategic decisions for portfolio management by working closely with actual
investments. I was inspired to apply my academic knowledge to practical
situations by the collaborative setting, which developed my critical thinking
and teamwork abilities. I gained the confidence to create investment
suggestions and assess risks after interacting with current market data and news,



which helped me comprehend the dynamic nature of investing. The chance to talk
about and share my findings with professors and classmates while getting helpful
criticism that enhanced my analytical abilities was one of the highlights.
- Sat Sarup Singh Maan

I really enjoyed taking the SIF course. Professor Du made every lecture fun and
engaging, and I felt like I learned something meaningful every day. Taking this
class strengthened my Excel and analytical skills. You have to have an eye for
detail when it comes to analyzing companies' financials. I will take what I
learned in this course and apply it to my own research when I am building my own
portfolio.
- Victor-Antonio Ortiz

The Student Investment Fund gave me a hands-on view of investing from an
analyst's perspective. With Professor Du's mentorship, I developed
invaluable skills in fundamentally evaluating stocks, writing reports, and
presenting insights—skills I know will have a lasting impact. I am deeply
grateful to have had this opportunity. This class is truly one-of-a-kind, and I highly
recommend it to any student pursuing a career in finance!
- Jacqueline Sanchez 

Taking this class has been a transformative experience. It goes beyond just
theory and gives you the opportunity to actively manage real funds, which adds a
tangible sense of responsibility and purpose to every assignment. This hands-on
approach not only enhanced my understanding of investing but also taught me
how to work within a real-world framework, where each decision has a direct
impact. Moreover, the chance to contribute to something meaningful, like
scholarships for fellow students, has been incredibly rewarding. I feel much
more confident in my abilities to start a career in finance and active management,
and I’m grateful for the opportunity to learn from such a supportive and
knowledgeable professor.
- Tristan Sanders

This class was recommended to me and as I was interested in exploring more
into finance and stocks, I took it and it was the best decision I have made and is
one of best classes I ever took. I came in with barely any experience on excel and
now I have more knowledge and I feel more comfortable using it. I struggled in
the beginning, but with the help and patience of Professor Du, I was able to learn
and be able to build on new skills that I will take with me and use in the future. We
built financial models, looked through analyst reports, reflected on stocks and
were able to see through factors which are better than others. In this class the
lectures are reflected on the analysis and models being done, so it's not really a
class where you just listen, you use the teachings of the lectures on the
work being done. I recommend this class to anyone, it is a class that teaches
you skills to help you in the workplace, help you learn to manage finances, and
what is a good investment for both yourself and financially. Overall, this is a great
class where it does help you it builds not only on those skills, but to work with
others, and even on your presentation skills. I hope whoever considers this class
takes it because it will change your life and help your skills in the future not only
for your career, but for yourself too.
- Jessica Santoyo

Taking this course was one of the best choices I've made. I gained hands on
experience in investment research and was able to develop and feel
confident in my analytical skills which is crucial in my career. This class
definitely challenged my thinking but at the same time learned many things that
can open doors in the investment world. I would recommend this course to all
business student not just finance students. This course can be used for personal
learning especially for those that want to build their portfolio but don't know where
or how to start. This unique experience deepened my understanding of portfolio



management and my excel skills, getting me ready to be in the finance industry.
- Diana Solis
 

Alumni Spotlight: David Cox

We are delighted to share a heartfelt message from David Cox, a former
student of our SIF program, who has gone on to have a successful career as
an Internal Auditor at Synopsys. His words beautifully capture the lasting
impact the SIF program has had on his personal and professional growth. 

We are incredibly proud of the lasting impact the SIF program continues to
have on our students, and we hope this story inspires current and future
participants. If you’d like to connect with David and hear more about how the
program influenced his career, feel free to reach out via email. Below is a copy
of David’s recent note to us:

Wed, Oct 23, 2024 

Dear Brian,

Thank you so much for the kind invitation to the Louie Navellier lecture and the
upcoming SIF presentations. Unfortunately, I won’t be able to attend this fall,
but I wanted to take a moment to express my deep appreciation for the
incredible experience I had with the Student Investment Fund (SIF) at CSUEB.

The SIF truly opened up doors for me that I never imagined possible. In fact, I
wouldn’t be in the position I am today as an Internal Auditor at Synopsys
without the foundational knowledge and hands-on experience I gained through
the fund. It’s inspiring to see CSUEB compete in the poster competition and to
hear about the program's ongoing success. Hearing about the journey of
current SIF students and the impact the fund has had on their lives is moving,
as it mirrors the transformative experience I had.

I look forward to attending the Spring SIF presentation and Louie Navellier’s
guest lecture. I’m excited to see how theprogram will continue to grow and
inspire future professionals.

Thank you again for all that you do. The Department of Accounting and
Finance at CSUEB and Student Investment Fund has truly had a profound
impact on my life both personally and professionally.

Best regards,
David 
CSUEB MBA'26, CSUEB SIF Fall 2022
Email: davidhcox710@gmail.com

Student Success

Former SIF students have started careers in these companies:



CSUEB Students Participate in National Competition



In October, four students traveled to Chicago to participate in the Student
Managed Investment Fund Conference. One of the highlights of the event was
a poster competition, where students had the opportunity to present and
explain our university's student investment fund.

This experience was invaluable for students as it allowed them to showcase
their knowledge and gain insights from peers at other universities. They were
able to refine their communication skills, network with industry professionals,
and gain a deeper understanding of how other student funds operate. The
event also provided an opportunity for students to receive feedback on their
investment strategies, enhancing their academic and professional growth.



Join Our Registered Student Organization: SIF Finance
Club

We are excited to announce the launch of the SIF Finance Club, a new
Registered Student Organization dedicated to promoting career readiness
and financial literacy.

Joining the Finance Club is a great way to build your resume, develop key
skills, and gain real-world experience.

As a member of the SIF Finance Club, you will:

Attend guest speaker events featuring business leaders who will share
their insights and career advice.
Network with professionals and peers in the community, helping you
build valuable connections for your future career.
Develop important skills in leadership, teamwork, and communication,
giving you a competitive edge in the job market.
Improve your financial literacy through workshops, investment
simulations, and discussions that deepen your understanding of financial
markets and investment principles.

By joining the SIF Finance Club, you'll gain access to opportunities that help
you grow professionally and personally. Don't miss out on the chance to learn
directly from industry leaders and build your resume along the way.

To learn more, contact student President Justin Tran. We look forward to
helping you enhance your financial knowledge andcareer prospects!

mailto:justin.tran@csueastbay.edu?subject=SIF%20Club
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